
Year 1
Phonics Parent Meeting

"The more that you read, the more things you 
will know. The more you learn, the more 

places you'll go.“
— Dr. Seuss



How many times have you 
already read today?



Why learning to read is so important.
What Do We Want for Our Children?

To read for 
pleasure.

To be able to 
choose what 

they would like 
to read for 
themselves.

To read with 
understanding.

To read with 
expression.

To be 
lifelong 
readers.

To access the wider 
curriculum and 
broaden their 

knowledge and 
understanding of other 

subjects.



New DFE Guidance meant that all schools had to choose a specific 
programme to follow.
We have chosen Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised as our 
systematic, synthetic phonics (SSP) programme to teach early 
reading and spelling.
It was the closest programme to our previous scheme ‘Letters and 
Sounds’. 

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



making connections between the sounds 
of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Gradually your child learns all 44 sounds in the 
Phonic code



Terminology 
See Little Wandle Glossary

Phoneme Split vowel digraph 

Grapheme Blend 

Digraph Segment

Trigraph



How we teach Phonics



Blending to read words
https://youtu.be/IL5YUCPyC5I



Reading and spelling



Reading and spelling 



shell
chef

special

And all the different ways to write 
the phoneme sh:

caption
mansion
passion



How we teach Tricky words 

Watch the video at: 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsou
nds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/



• Say the word.
• Segment the sounds.
• Count the sounds.
•Write them down.

Spelling



Reading practice sessions are: 

• timetabled three times a week 
• taught by a trained 

teacher/teaching assistant
• taught in small groups.
• Fluency, Prosody, 

Comprehension

How do we teach reading books?



We use assessment to match your 
child the right level of book



This means that your child should: 
• Know all the sounds and tricky 

words in their phonics book well
• Read many of the words by silent 

blending (in their head) – their 
reading will be automatic
• Only need to stop and sound out 

about 5% of the words by the 
time they bring the book home –
but they should be able to do 
this on their own.

Reading a book at the right level



Reading at home



Books going home



• Your child should be able to 
read their book without your 
help.
• If they can’t read a word read 

it to them.
• Talk about the book and 

celebrate their success.
• Remind children to blend in 

their heads if they can.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



The shared book is for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you 

can by changing your voice.
• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language
oEncourage your child to use new 

vocabulary
oMake up sentences together
o Find different words to use
oDescribe things you see.

Reading to your child



More information about supporting your child 
with phonics.



One of the greatest gifts adults can 
give is to read to children 

Carl Sagan



Take homes

‐ Practise sounds in reading records.

‐ Look at the graphemes inside the front cover 
of the reading books.

‐ Remind children to blend in their heads.

‐ Read the book 3 times. 


